EWVIDCO Newsletter—March 8, 2010

Looking to Turn Your Business Around?
Is your business struggling to make ends meet in the wake of the recession? Are you cutting your workforce, losing suppliers and buyers?  
Learn how to identify common business stressors and revitalize your business with innovative ways to restructure and retool, manage labor and layoffs, produce effective marketing materials, and other planning issues. 
To learn more call Leah Archibald, Executive Director at 718-388-7287 x 168 or email at larchibald@ewvidco.com 

Hidden Taxes and Fees in Your Utility Bill
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Did you know that 27% of a typical Con Edison electric bill goes to taxes, fees and surcharges that have nothing to do with providing your electricity? 

The State legislature is considering the 2010-2011 Executive Budget proposal that would give localities the authority to triple the Gross Receipts Tax (GRT) on utilities. An additional $19 million would be passed on to Con Edison and Orange & Rockland customers throughout Westchester, Orange, and Rockland counties. Furthermore, if New York City also requests an increase in GRT, it would be an additional $54 million.  Similar increases will also be seen in gas, water and telephone bills!

More information
Click Here to Take Action! 


Wage Subsidy Program - "Try Before You Buy"
Are you thinking about hiring new employees?  The wage subsidy program allows the employer to try out a potential employee for 10 weeks. Once 10 weeks has been completed the employer has the opportunity to hire the employee full time. The employer will pay the hourly salary in full but will be reimbursed for up to 75% of the employee’s salary for the 10 week period. (Employer will be reimbursed for trial employee up to $11/hr).  

After the 10 week period, if the employer keeps the employee for an additional 90 days the employer will be reimbursed the additional 25% of the employee’s salary accrued during the 10 week trial period. 

The purpose of this program is to give employers the opportunity to try out a candidate with out the full commitment.  If the employer is not pleased with the trial employee within the 10 weeks subsidized wage period, the employer will still get 75% of the trial employee’s salary reimbursed.

How do I sign up? Simply call our offices at 718-388-7287 x 212 when you have an open position and ask Jennyfere Thomas about the Wage Subsidy Program.


NYC Training Grants Available!  
Pre-application due April 23, 2010
The NYC Department of Small Business Services wants to ensure that your employees gain the skills they need to make your business more profitable and productive. NYC Business Solutions Training Funds provide New York City employers with funding and support to develop the skills of their workers and promote career advancement for their employees. Training Funds applicants may propose to train their own employees internally or may use an external training provider. 
In order to be considered for the April round of funding, potential applicants must submit a pre-application by 5pm on April 23rd. Pre-applications received after this deadline will be held for consideration in the next round ending September 2010.  For more information, contact Jennyfere Thomas at 718-388-7287 x212 or jthomas@ewvidco.com.

Pre-Apply Here
If you have already met the first round application deadline of January 29; applications are due on April 2nd.

UPCOMING EWVIDCO EVENTS

EWVIDCO Spring Networking Mixer
March 24, 2010
5:30pm – 8:00pm
Brooklyn Brewery, 79 N. 11th Street
Williamsburg Brooklyn
Join us for quality locally-brewed beer, sodas and snacks and meet your friends and neighbors in North Brooklyn’s industrial neighborhoods.  Bring your appetite and lots of business cards!  Admission is free, but reservations are a must!  Contact Jennyfere Thomas at 718-388-7287 x212 or ewvidco@ewvidco.com to RSVP.


Incentives Breakfast
April 27, 2010 
8:00am – 11:00am
Jennings Hall, 260 Powers Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

Join us to learn more about public programs designed to help your firm lower tax liability, finance equipment upgrades and reduce energy costs!  Admission is free, but seating is limited. Call Michael Wilhite (718)388-7287 x164 or mwilhite@ewvidco.com to RSVP as soon as possible.

This event is generously sponsored by Anchin

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
NYC DOT Greenway Workshops Begin March 25th

Community planning workshops for the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway, led by NYC Department of Transportation will begin on Thursday, March 25th. The community workshops will inform DOT’s master plan for constructing the greenway, so please mark your calendars and tell your neighbors. Four workshops will be held, one in each broad geographic area along the planned 14-mile route. Brooklyn Greenway Initiative and Regional Plan Association are co-sponsoring the workshops.

Please RSVP to brooklynwaterfrontgreenway@dot.nyc.gov.  The North Brooklyn workshop information is:

Greenpoint/Williamsburg (CB1)
Thursday, April 22nd
6:30-8:30pm
Brooklyn Brewery
79 N. 11th Street 
 
SAVE THE DATE—WEDNESDAY JUNE 9, 2010

EWVIDCO’S ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND TRADESHOW
