EWVIDCO Newsletter—April 8, 2010


GREENING YOUR BUSINESS
Whether you’re a contractor looking to increase business or a business owner with a facility in need of upgrades, there are programs for you from the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). 

Building contractors in New York can really set themselves apart from the competition by becoming Building Performance Institute (BPI) certified.  Making customers’ homes energy efficient, as well as healthier, safe and comfortable goes a long way toward greater customer satisfaction and value for home improvement. The BPI certification is worth the investment for a contractor’s business.  Even better, the training program is now fully reimbursable and taught throughout New York City; check out http://prattcenter.net/event/contractor-training for more information.

 As the industry becomes greener, all customers will want to know that their home improvement contractor has earned the BPI accreditation; those who know how to make buildings more efficient will be in great demand.

For commercial building owners, NYSERDA offers programs to reduce the cost of energy efficiency measures like boiler replacement, cooling systems, new windows, insulation and much more.  The Energy Audit and Flex-Tech programs are the first step in identifying the best ways to reduce energy use and see immediate cost savings.  For example, an average total installation cost of $22,700 would result in annual savings of $3,800, with a payback time of 5-6 years.  

After the Energy Audit, discounts and rebates for the following measures are available: Lighting, HVAC, Chillers, Motors, Refrigeration, Interval Meters, Variable Frequency Drives, and Commercial Kitchen Equipment and Washers. Go to http://www.nyserda.org/programs/Commercial_Industrial to learn more. 

NYC Training Grants Available!  
Pre-application due April 23, 2010
The NYC Department of Small Business Services wants to ensure that your employees gain the skills they need to make your business more profitable and productive. NYC Business Solutions Training Funds provide New York City employers with funding and support to develop the skills of their workers and promote career advancement for their employees. Training Funds applicants may propose to train their own employees internally or may use an external training provider. 
In order to be considered for the April round of funding, potential applicants must submit a pre-application by 5pm on April 23rd. Pre-applications received after this deadline will be held for consideration in the next round ending September 2010.  For more information, contact Jennyfere Thomas at 718-388-7287 x212 or jthomas@ewvidco.com.

Pre-Apply Here
If you have already met the first round application deadline of January 29; applications are due on April 2nd.
RECRUITING EMPLOYEES 

Whether you’re opening a new location, expanding your operations, or just getting started, EWVIDCO can help you find the right talent for your business.

Our no cost recruitment services saves businesses of every size recruitment costs as well as countless hours writing job descriptions, sorting through resumes, screening unqualified candidates, and managing interview scheduling.

For more information on our recruiting process please contact our Employment Coordinator, Jennyfere Thomas at 718-388-7287 x 212 or jthomas@ewvidco.com. 

Looking to Turn Your Business Around?
Is your business struggling to make ends meet in the wake of the recession? Are you cutting your workforce, losing suppliers and buyers?  

Learn how to identify common business stressors and revitalize your business with innovative ways to restructure and retool, manage labor and layoffs, produce effective marketing materials, and other planning issues. 
To learn more call Leah Archibald, Executive Director at 718-388-7287 x 168 or email at larchibald@ewvidco.com
UPCOMING EWVIDCO EVENTS

Incentives Breakfast
April 27, 2010 
8:00am – 11:00am
Jennings Hall, 260 Powers Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

Join us to learn more about public programs designed to help your firm lower tax liability, finance equipment upgrades and reduce energy costs!  Admission is free, but seating is limited. Call Michael Wilhite (718)388-7287 x164 or mwilhite@ewvidco.com to RSVP as soon as possible.

This event is generously sponsored by Anchin
EWVIDCO Member Roundtable, PT. 2
Fraud Prevention & Internal Controls
May 4, 2010 
8:00am – 11:00am
Monsignor Vetro, 11 Catherine Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211
Learn how to tighten your company’s internal controls and management practices to prevent becoming a victim of fraud. Two experts will be on hand to answer questions; Samantha Shinnick, of Citibank and Pamela Bradley of ITAC. Business onwers will have an opportunity to openly discuss their concerns about fraud in the workplace. 
This event is generously sponosored by Citi

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
NYC DOT Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway Community Workshop April 22

The community workshops will inform DOT’s master plan for constructing the Final Greenway, so please mark your calendars and tell your neighbors. Since many of the businesses had very little involvement with the original planning of the Greenway, I would recommend that you attend and have your ideas and/or concerns heard. 

For those of you who are not familiar with the Greenway: The Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway is a planned 14-mile multi-use path, stretching from the Newtown Creek on Kent Avenue to Owl’s Head Park.  NYC DOT says the project will increase access to the waterfront, improve pedestrian and bicycle safety, and connect the numerous public open spaces along the waterfront. For more information on this workshop please contact Karen Nieves at 718-388-7287 ext. 160.

The North Brooklyn workshop information is:

Greenpoint/Williamsburg (CB1)
Thursday, April 22nd
6:30-8:30pm
Brooklyn Brewery
79 N. 11th Street

Please RSVP email to brooklynwaterfrontgreenway@dot.nyc.gov. 

 
SAVE THE DATE—WEDNESDAY JUNE 9, 2010

EWVIDCO’S ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND TRADESHOW
Visit www.ewvidco.com/tradeshow1.html  for Ad Journal, Ticket and Sponsorship information
