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Is Your Business Ready for an Emergency?  
NYC’s Office of Emergency Management can help you prepare.

According to the Institute for Business and Home Safety, 25 percent of businesses never recover from a disaster. In a city like New York, home to over 200,000 small businesses, that is a staggering statistic. Small businesses make up half of the City’s private sector workforce, but few among them have emergency plans in place.

New York City’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM) teamed with the Department of Small Business Services (SBS) to help New York City’s businesses prepare for emergencies and increase their odds of recovering after disaster strikes. The result is Ready New York for Business, an eight-page planning and preparedness guide that helps businesses protect employees and investments, and enhances companies’ ability to recover from financial loss. 

“Everyone should have a plan,” explained Joseph Bruno, Commissioner of New York City’s Office of Emergency Management. “We know many small business owners do not have the resources to hire professional continuity planners, but simple steps like backing up important documents can help business owners position themselves for a fast recovery from any type of emergency.” 

Ready New York for Business draws on Nation’s experiences working with crippled New York City businesses and couples them with practical advice from experts in emergency management and business continuity planning. The steps outlined in the guide teach business owners to assess hazards, develop a written plan, back-up records, protect investments, and coordinate emergency activities with other businesses and service providers in their neighborhoods. 

Ready New York for Business is one component of the Ready New York campaign, which was launched in 2003 to help New Yorkers prepare for all types of emergencies. The campaign includes a range of hazard and population-specific guides that focus on emergency preparedness advice for audiences from seniors and those with special needs to coastal residents at risk from hurricanes to pet owners. All of these guides and more are available in several languages on OEM’s website www.NYC.gov/readyny or can be obtained by calling 311.

Got DCP Violations?  Amnesty program for penalties and interest ends on December 21
The NYC Penalty Relief Program for Homeowners and Business Owners  is a three-month program authorized by Mayor Bloomberg and the City Council that allows businesses and homeowners to resolve Environmental Control Board (“ECB”) violations that are “in default” and for which a hearing date was scheduled before May 1, 2009. Applicants can resolve their default violations by paying the base fine and will NOT have to pay additional penalties, late fees or interest. If a violation is associated with a correctible condition, known as a compliance violation, you must correct the condition before you may participate in the program.

For more information, or to apply for the program, visit: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dof/html/jump/ecb_res.shtml
Save Money with the NEW St. Nicks Alliance Workforce Development Center Wage Subsidy Program
The St Nicks Alliance Workforce Development Center, located at 790 Broadway, Brooklyn, is a brand new training center designed to help employers eliminate the financial burden of recruiting, screening and training new employees. In addition, qualifying employers can take advantage of our exclusive Wage Subsidy Program to help reduce the cost of training new placements.  

Wage Subsidy:  

Eligible employers receive 100% salary and fringe benefit reimbursement on new placements for up to 8 weeks of employment. 

For example: 
5 workers @ $8 per hour = $40

$40 x 40 hours = $1,600

$1,600 x 8 weeks = $12,800 reimbursed to employer and that’s not counting fringes! 

For more information or to take advantage of this FREE resource, please contact Ron Lee, director, 718 302.2057 ext 210 or email to rlee@stnicksnpc.com. The St. Nicks Workforce Development Center, 790 Broadway, 2nd floor, Brooklyn, NY 11206,718.302.2054 is funded through City, State and Federal grants aimed at assisting employers create employment opportunities.
NYC Training Grants Available!  
Pre-application due October 23, 2009
The NYC Department of Small Business Services wants to ensure that your employees gain the skills they need to make your business more profitable and productive. NYC Business Solutions Training Funds provide New York City employers with funding and support to develop the skills of their workers and promote career advancement for their employees. Training Funds applicants may propose to train their own employees internally or may use an external training provider. 
In order to be considered for the January round of funding, potential applicants must submit a pre-application by 5pm on October 23rd. Pre-applications received after this deadline will be held for consideration in the next round ending April 2010.  For more information, contact Jennyfere Thomas at 718-388-7287 x212 or jthomas@ewvidco.com.
Pre-application link: http://www.nyc.gov/html/sbs/nycbiz/html/training/trainingfunds_preapp.shtml

UPCOMING EWVIDCO EVENTS

Brooklyn Business Boost Breakfasts
EWVIDCO, the Southwest Brooklyn IDC and the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce are teaming up with Vistage International for a series of breakfast workshops designed to help you overcome your toughest business problems in these challenging times. Come to 1, 2 or all 3 of the sessions. Connect with other CEOs and business owners in a confidential setting. The focus is on top-line growth, getting the most from your employees and finding solid footing in this new business landscape. Availability is limited. Register today!

Get Top Line Growth Going Again

Prospecting, pipelines, profits...what's working, what's not. Hear from your peers in a confidential conversation, facilitated by Linda Hurwitz, Vistage Chair. Learn savvy selling tips, gain a fresh perspective, and take away action steps that you can implement now.

Register at:

www.vistage.com/brooklyn
or larchibald@ewvidco.com
WHEN: Wednesday, November 4 8 – 10 a.m.

WHERE: EWVIDCO

11 Catherine Street

Brooklyn, NY 11211

T: 718.388.7287

www.ewvidco.com

Excellent Employees and Excellent Execution

Without the right team, strategy, execution, and profits all fall short. How do you hold your direct reports accountable? How do you measure their success? How do you treat their failures? Gain insights from your peers in a confidential conversation facilitated by Linda Hurwitz, Vistage Chair. Leave with action steps to excite your entire team.

Register at:

www.vistage.com/brooklyn

WHEN: Thursday, November 5 8 – 10 a.m.

WHERE: Southwest Brooklyn IDC

241 41st Street

2nd FloorBrooklyn, NY 11232

T: 718.965.3100

www.sbidc.org

The Road to Economic Recovery

The road to recovery can be curvy and rocky. More businesses historically have failed during an upturn than on the way down.  What are your priorities in the recovery? Are you focused on the factors that will ensure your continued success? Hear how other CEOs are operating with  limited credit, not much cash, and customers who need serving. Join the confidential  conversation facilitated by Linda Hurwitz, Vistage Chair.

Register at:

www.vistage.com/brooklyn

WHEN: Friday, November 6 8 – 10 a.m.

WHERE: Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

25 Elm Place

Suite 200 – 2nd Floor

Brooklyn, NY 11201

T: 718.875.1000

www.ibrooklyn.com

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Jump Start Your Business: Learn how to save thousands through incentive programs, and reorganize your business at the same time

October 27, 2009, 8:30 am

Brooklyn Cruise Terminal, 70 Imlay Street, Red Hook, Brooklyn

Join Southwest Brooklyn IDC, the Internal Revenue Service, Freeman & Davis, LLP, and Reorganization Alternatives as we explore the various ways to save money through Federal, City and State tax credit programs and other incentives.  We will discuss how the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 can help your business rise out of the recession.  Also, learn how your company can tap into the lucrative tax credits eligible to the industrial/manufacturing businesses of SW Brooklyn.  
This event is FREE for all businesses and active members of Southwest Brooklyn IDC.  A continental breakfast will be provided.

Please RSVP to Bryan Barrett by October 16th, 2009 at 718-965-3100 ext. 106 or bbarrett@sbidc.org  
If you wish to unsubscribe, please reply to this email with “unsubscribe” in the subject area and we will remove you from our list!
